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N8C BRIEFING

' ANERICAN AIR B:SES IN NOROCCO

. Prospects for co;clndiag agreoment with Moroccan govt for coantitued
use of five U8 air hasea (4 USAF, 1 USKN) seen to be diminishing.

A. Since early 58 left wing of dominant Istiqlal party--at
loggerheads with moderate Premier Balafre] (party secretarjy
general)--has been whipping up popular agitation for total
svacustion all foreign troops, including ©S. (Now 46,000
French, 10,500 ¥8, 18,000 8panish in Horocco, 16,600 SBpanisy
in Spanish cities of Geméa and Mid&its on Moroccan coast.

1. 1In past month, NMoroccan port workers have taree times
incited aobs to pkratoat arrival of ships carrying munitions
for U8 bases or refused to unload munitions. This taet o
frequently used against French.

B. Istiqlal left wing making strong bid to supplant Balafrej
and other moderates in goverament. At this juncture, Baslafrej)
unlikely to endanger his position by takiag an anpopular line.

 § 9 King Mohamed Y--personslly friendly toward U8 and inclined to be
pro-West--also maneuvering warily in face Istiqlal laft wing
designs to curb his power. King, however, responsive to politici}
winds; has termod evacuantion foreign troops aim of Koreccan policy.
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€. On 15 Aug, Balafrej, while oxpressing his doubts that
provisicual agreement possible usder "present ciimmte of
epiaion in Noroeco sad other Arab states” cosceded reluctigatly
that sgresment night be possidle 1f US recagaimed "principle
of evacustion,™ and made clesr that PS foross are only
temporarily in Worocco.

1. This first such roguest at goveramental level for
resogrition of "prineiple of evacustion” although otha
officials have tor same tine wreed [[EGNGNE

that declaration of intemt to evacuate be maic,
D, Ome aildly hopeful sign is that party demagogee allsl el-Asgi—
sow throwiag full weight into "Battle for cwacuation”--hai
hiated that 1f due obeimance puid to Mereeccan sovereigoty uy
reacsgnition of "priaciple of ovacustion” megoiiation for
short term use of bases might be possidle,
11X, %o hove estimatod that if Premch agree to evacuste complecely
sui 1f Balafre) and his soderate supporters can romsis is POW &
ui%Mchhmem&M%ut
of bases for linited time possible, However, BRY Horocosu gost
will be under ever-grewing sationalist pressure io shorten om
siay.
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